
 
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 
Minutes for August 12, 2015 

 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday August 12, 2015 at 1 National Life Drive, 
Dewey Building, Montpelier VT 05620. 
 
Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Pete Allard, Cheryl Frank Sullivan,  
Grant Spates, Dennis Mewes, Bill Pickens, Gary Gibbs, Craig Nolan, Craig Greene and Ron Wilcox. Johanna Laggis, 
Justin Lindholm, and Steven Adams were absent from the meeting 
 
Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Mary Diego 
(Executive Assistant), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), David Sausville (Migratory Bird Biologist). 
 
Members of the Public: Alison Mewes 
 
The Board meeting was called to order at 5:02 PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence  
 
Approval of July 17th phone meeting minutes  
Theresa Elmer motioned to accept the July 17th phone meeting minutes 
Craig Nolan seconded the motion 
Vote: Unanimously voted in favor to accept the minutes 
 
Commissioner Porter noted that there are no real content changes in the turkey rule since the board voted on it last. 
The commissioner turned the floor over to general counsel Catherine Gjessing for the exact changes that the Board 
would be voting on. No changes between the 2nd and 3rd vote for either turkey or moose rule. LCAR approved this on 
the 30th of July 2015. The board recommended one change to the Turkey rule before filing with the Secretary of 
State.  Page 2, Section 4.3 “beards” was amended to “beard(s).”  This change was made to clarify that the turkey may 
have one beard or more. Both rules were updated to accommodate the new crossbow legislation for hunters 50 and 
older. Also include the statutory section that allows hunters to carry a handgun as long as the weapon is not used to 
shoot/harvest the turkey or moose. 
 
Third Vote on the Turkey Rule 
Craig Nolan motioned to accept the proposed Turkey Rule  
Ron Wilcox seconded the motion 
Vote: Unanimously in favor of the proposed Turkey Rule 
 
There was discussion about the 5 allotted veteran’s permits.  They currently are only drawn for regular moose season 
and not for archery. At this time there is no allotted archery permits for veterans.  
 
Third Vote on the Moose Rule 
Bill Pickens motioned to accept the third vote on the proposed Moose Rule.  
Craig Nolan Seconded the motion.  
Vote: unanimously voted in favor of the proposed moose rule.  
 
Waterfowl Population Status and Suggested 2015 Regular Hunting Seasons:  
Mark introduced Migratory Bird Biologist David Sausville. David is originally from Bennington and worked for 
Ducks unlimited for a number of years as well as the state of Virginia. He previously served the department by 
managing the dead creek WMA for 13 years. Mr. Sausville gave the board an educational presentation on migratory 

1 
 
 



 
 
waterfowl and webless migratory game birds. He went over the process for setting migratory bird seasons, Atlantic 
Flyway Council, top harvested species, current status of waterfowl populations, and harvest data from 2011 in VT & 
NY, the Harvest Information Program (HIP), bag limits from last year as well as proposed bag limits for this year and 
current accepted Vermont waterfowl management zones approved by US Fish & Wildlife Service.  
Vote on the 2015 Vermont Migratory Bird Hunting Seasons (see attached) 
 
Theresa Elmer motioned to accept the 2015 Vermont Migratory Bird Hunting Seasons 
Grant Spates seconded the motion 
Vote: Unanimous vote in favor to accept the 2015 Vermont Migratory Bird Regular Hunting Seasons. 
 
Break for dinner at 6:35 PM EST 
Reconvene at 7:04 PM EST 
 

Discussion on Board Processes/Votes, main topics that came up:  

• No roll call votes on minutes 
• Roll call on votes to make board members accountable for the way they vote.  
• First Vote: Open Rule 
• Second Vote: Critical vote, make changes 
• Third Vote: Rubber stamp and agreement  
• Appointed to represent  
• Board needs to be aware that their decisions do impact the budget and in some cases that is a good thing to 

keep in mind. 

Commissioner’s Update: The Department has hired a new deer biologist, Nick Fortin. We are really excited for 
him to join our team. We have received a request to do wild bird dog trials on WMAs. There would be no shooting 
of wild birds, just dog handling. The Camel’s Hump bear has moved on thankfully. The Department is working 
with Green Mountain Club to get more information out to the public about bear/hiker issues. The Kids Brook 
“Sunny Brook” in Northfield that Mr. Pickens had asked about in previous meetings was not in our records as 
being a designated kid’s brook. However we did lose some of our records in the Irene Flood. The Department still 
runs the kids brook program and some streams are signed by local clubs to allow only children to fish in. The 
Commissioner has antlerless applications forms if anyone wants to take some for their constituents. 

Roundtable  
 
Bill Pickens: pass 
Ron Wilcox: What do we know about the turkey hatch this year? NY has cut back on their harvest numbers for this 
fall. –Mark Scott: Right now the brood survey is on our website. Once we have the figures from the survey we will 
have a better idea how the hatch this spring went. Ron would like to congratulate Mary on her engagement.  
Grant Spates: Brown snake with spots? He had a neighbor ask what kind of snakes look like this and if they were 
around? It is possible that she did in fact see a brown snake as they are found in Vermont.  Answer: yes. 
Craig Nolan: Thought it was great that Nick was hired and thinks that he is an outstanding addition to the 
Department’s team. The unified towns and gores had its annual meeting and it was brought up that personal water 
crafts were being used on Big and Little Averill Lakes? Is it legal?  
Craig Greene: pass 
Pete Allard: pass 
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Theresa Elmer: Is participating in Women in the Outdoors this Saturday, and the getting started in bear hunting 
seminar later this month. A gentleman call her today about the Town of Braintree buying 60 acres and making into a 
gravel pit. The proposed sight is in a designated deer yard. Theresa will email Louis the guy’s info and Louis will 
follow up with him. 
Dennis Mewes: pass 
Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: pass  
Gary Gibbs: Did we send a response to a request from Protect our Wildlife about extending the hare season in 
previous years. Mark will respond to them and copy the board (done). Gary has seen a lot of young turkeys this year 
and heard a lot of complaints about bears.  
Kevin Lawrence: pass 
 
Theresa Elmer motioned to adjourn 
Seconded by Craig Nolan 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM EST 
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